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CHIEF BURNS: Today is the 5th of 

December, 2001. The time is 3:59 p.m. I 

am Chief Robert Burns of the Safety 

Battalion conducting an interview with 

Firefighter Second Grade Casey from Ladder 

122 in regard to the events that took place 

on September 11th, 2001. 

Q. If you would, just tell me in your own 
words what happened at the World Trade Center 
fire. 

A. We received the alarm about a quarter 
to 9. We responded to the tunnel with 132, 105, 
101 and 131. 101 might have made -- I think 131. 
We got stuck in the tunnel for ten minutes. 

There was a car with two firefighters. They 
cleared out the left lane, and we finally made it 
through the tunnel. 

We were last in line because we were 
getting into the tunnel via the service lane, and 
105 and 132 were closer in, closer to the tunnel 
portals than we were, because we were in the 
service lane. So we ended up behind them. 105 
took the front of the north tower. We went with 


132 and I believe 131 or 101, I'm not sure. 


We had to pull the rig out. We had 
spots in front of the rig where there were a lot 
of bodies and debris in front of us, body parts. 
We were in front of the north tower where the 
staging area was. 

We positioned the rig up around -- 
passed the north tower at Vesey Street and we 
proceeded to walk towards the north tower at the 
staging area, which is in front of the north 
tower. There were two garages directly across 
the street from the north tower. 

The incident commander and Ganci, 
Feehan was standing there too, divided up the 
trucks and the engines, engines on one side of 
the garage, trucks on the other side. We 
couldn't go through the front of the north tower 
because there were too many bodies on the ground. 

So he wanted us to go to the south 
tower, all the truck companies that were in that 
garage bay front area, about five truck 
companies. We grabbed extra bottles, proceeded 
to the overpass that is next to the Marriott, I 
believe, on West Street, and we had to go 


underneath the overpass to avoid debris falling 


from the south tower and bodies. People were 
jumping. 

We made it across there in time to get 
into the building. 132, 105 and 101 I saw. When 
we were in the lobby, I saw them. We were 
standing fast in the Marriott lobby. Close to 
the doors where the elevators were in the south 
tower was a doorway that leads into the lobby. 

That was the last known positions I 
know that I saw them, those companies I mentioned 
that were next to us. I spoke to Vinny Brunton 
on the Brooklyn Battery's Brooklyn side. We 
thought we were going to be there all day. They 
were giving us water. Guys were cooling off. We 
knew we were going up. We didn't know if we 
could take any elevators at that point. Later on 
we found out we were going to go up and walked 
up. 

We got the order to move, to go ahead 
and go forward. We started putting our gear on. 
Other companies moved up ahead of us maybe 20 
feet, 25 feet ahead of us. There was a short 
distance between us, and 131 was behind us, 


waiting on us to move. We were just moving up in 


the line going in. I believe 24 Truck was behind 
131. So it was us, 131 and 24 Truck. In front 
of us was 132, 105 and 101. 

We put our gear on, started going 
moving forward, and that's when we heard the 
rumbling. Somebody screamed, "The building's 
coming down." I had one shoulder strap on, I 
dropped my mask and I turned around and made it 
to -- I tried to run towards the restaurant to 
get out. 

I didn't get any more than one step and 
everything just turned black, and I got pulled 
into a corner in there that was still standing. 
My helmet came off. I had a concussion, I 
believe. That was it. At that point I didn't 
think I was going to make it out alive. I 
thought that was it. 

I made noise at the door. I banged on 
the door really loud before guys came to me. One 
guy from 24 Truck was bleeding really bad. He 
had no face piece on his regulator. I said, 
"Let's get this door open." I put my light on 
and I started banging and making a lot of noise. 


Other guys came and started lifting up the door. 


I heard a guy from my company screaming, "I've 
got the way out. It's over here." I followed 
his voice with two other firemen. I followed his 
voice. 

That's pretty much what I remember as 
far as locations and locations of the companies 
that I saw that were operating. 

Q. Which tower were you operating in? 
A. South tower. 
Q. South tower. 

From there where did you go? Did you 
go to EMS? 

A. I came out. I came out of the crater. 
The street was gone, the restaurant and 
everything was gone. I saw Koyles and Vitiello. 
They were alive. I saw them and then I turned 
around and I couldn't see them. Walker had come 
out. I turned around and Koyles was gone. I 
don't know where he went. 

I told Vitiello, I said, "Follow me," 
because he's a proby. Then I turned around and 
he was gone. He walked another way. I walked up 
-- by the overpass was a fire truck there. There 


was a fireman crushed. There was another guy who 


was screaming, going crazy. I walked another 50 
feet and there was another guy that was dead. 
There were bodies everywhere. 

I walked another like 50 feet. I was 
limping. I hurt my knee, my back. My eyes were 
closing. I couldn't see. I bumped into a guy on 
the floor. I helped him. He was hurting. He 
was injured bad. I started walking with him. 
Another fireman came over and helped me. 

We just kept walking, and we ended up 
at the water marina. A boat came over, and they 
pretty much threw us on the boat. They said, 
"You guys are banged up. Get on the boat." And 
that was it. 

Q. Okay, Jerry, thanks for the interview. 

CHIEF BURNS: It's 4:06 p.m. This is 


the end of the interview. 


